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word from Ms. Szeto.
A Message from the Headmistress
Calendar of Events
!
June " !
#
5 End of Year Schoo $ % |
Picnic P |
6 Last Day of Schoo
11:00 Graduation '
12:00 Dismissal ( ( !
16  Summer Program ..) | |
Session 1 begins 4 ' '
!
!
$
July | — g
3 Last Day for ) ! !
Summer Program
Session 1
7  Summer Program I /
Session 2 begins 0 1 |
25 Last Day for ! ) )
Summer Program 2 ! -
Session 2 - ' o !
. 3 ! !
Summer Office Hours: % )
9:00am — 12:00pm * 4 4, I -
Monday through Friday
/ 5




Stepping Stones News

| just want to start out by saying that over the
last month we had sad news about our
Headmistress, Catherine Szeto. Her leadership
and caring will be missed by all who came in
touch with her. She will be missed and we will
continue to honor her passion for teaching
children as we move into the future. | have
really enjoyed working with the Stepping Stones
this year. The children have matured into little
girls and boys. They are not in the “Toddler
Stage” any longer. They have turned into
wonderful little children, each with their own
unique personality. They have initiated work
without being prompted and that is a huge
accomplishment in itself. I'm impressed by
their work cycle and their independence. | am
truly confident that they will succeed in their
next level. For the ones, who are moving up to
Preprimary, | wish them the best of luck. They
are prepared to enter the new stage of
development. The ones who are going to other
schools, | wish them the best in their new
endeavors. Take care and have a safe and
wonderful summer.

Ms. Beth

Greetings from Mrs. Lawson

The end of this school year is here. It
has been a great pleasure and honor to work
with each of your children this year. To see
them grow in height and in knowledge. | will

truly miss the Intermediates. | started with them
3 years ago when they were just scared and
timid 3 and 4 year olds. Now they are confident
and eager 5 and 6 year olds. | am looking
forward to next year and to seeing the growth
and confidence of the next Intermediate class. |
found this poem that | thought sums up my
feeling about this year.

Dear Parents,
| give back your child, the same child you
confidently entrusted to my care last fall.
| give him back pounds heavier, inches taller,
months wiser, more responsible, and more
mature then he was then.
Although he would have attained his growth in
spite of me, it has been my privilege to marvel at
this splendid miracle of development.
| give him back reluctantly, for having spent
nine months together in the narrow confines of a
classroom, we have grown close, have become a
part of each other, and we shall always retain a
little of each other.
Ten years from now if we met on the street, your
child and I, a light will shine in our eyes, a
smile on our lips, we shall feel the bond of
understanding once more, this bond we feel
today.
We have lived, loved, laughed, played, studied,
learned, and enriched our lives together this
year.
| wish it could go on indefinitely, but give him
back | must.
Take care of him, for he is precious.
Remember that | shall always be interested in
your child and his destiny, wherever he goes,
whatever he does, whoever he becomes.
His joys and sorrows I'll be happy to share.
| shall always be his friend.

Author Unknown

Miss Kim and | wish all of you a wonderful and

enjoyable summer. We look forward to next
year. We would like to also wish good luck to
the children who are leaving to go to another
school.

Mrs. Lawson and Mrs. Kim



Hello from Ms. Humera and Mrs. Smith

We are saddened by the unexpected
death of Ms. Szeto. She knew and loved our
children and their families. She watched with
joy as she observed the children working in the
classroom. She was especially notorious at the
Chinese New Year, or almost any mention of
China, because even our little ones knew that
Ms. Szeto was born in China and could speak
the Chinese language. We will miss her
guidance concerning child growth and
development. We will continue her child-
centered Montessori philosophy.

With the arrival of blossoming trees and
flowers, many students have been bringing
seeds, flowers, and insects from home. We
have especially talked about growth processes
and vocabulary from caterpillars

to moth or butterfly. We have
added several solar
system materials.
The most popular is
the laying out of planet

shapes with identifying labels. It is a “big”
work, which requires the length of two rugs.
We continue to be challenged by the students
who know that Pluto IS planet in spite of the
scientists who decided that it no longer qualifies
as one.

We have a resurgence of interest in the puzzle
maps. The relationship between the spherical
globe and the flat puzzles opens an awareness of
our world continents, countries, and home
states. The challenge of remembering names is
sometimes extended to tracing puzzle pieces and
push pinning them to create a paper puzzle map
to take home.

The Hundred Board is used several times daily.
It is interesting to watch the concentration used
in placing the numeral tiles on each number
sequentially from 1 to 100. This is especially

used by an older student aiding a younger one.

Extensions include placing 100 pennies on the
completed tiles, counting backwards from 100,
or filling in a 100 square chart to make a written
record. Putting away the tiles correctly is quite
a challenge.

Sewing has become popular as we combine the
winter works of knot tying, button sewing, and
stitching burlap. The sewing of a small felt bag
takes a long time. It uses a lot of repetition in
threading a needle and tying knots. One student
said that he is going to use his bag to hold band-
aids for emergencies. That makes all of the
daily trips carrying our classroom emergency
bag to the playground worth it!

The Intermediates are excited about the Snake
Game in math. It is fun to see the colored bead
bars in a zigzag shape, and then count quantities
of ten to be exchanged for golden bead bars to
make a golden “snake”. This gives practice in
counting, discovery of addition combinations
equal to ten, and reinforces the process of
exchanging quantities equal to ten. We did
exercises with pennies, nickels, and dimes to get
more experience with exchanging and coin
identification.

We tried several science experiments about
water absorption, displacement, and diffusion.
The invitation to observe the Lower Elementary
class was appreciated by each student who
returned to tell us about the quiet work habits
upstairs.



There was admiration for the objects and
materials that looked inviting, attractive room,
old friends, and new acquaintances. The visits
helped to allay any feelings of concern for the
rite of passage into a new class in the fall. We
appreciate the time taken by parents who have
helped us this year. We thank parents who gave
their time to bring special craft projects. Most
recently springtime sun catchers and paper
weaving become seasonal decorations. An
architect gave us a creative lesson with
individual constructions made from cardboard
tubes and paper strips to make columns and
arches.

Thank you to the parents who have washed our
work rugs monthly throughout the vyear.
Rainbow, the anole, has enjoyed being treated to
crickets by several families. The children are
pleased to be a part of these activities. Thank
you to the parents who have been able to
accompany us to the trips, and who came to
cheer us on for Field Day.

The best summer
“homework” is for
you to read with your
child. Write notes to
friends or relatives.
Write about your
outings to the park
and draw a picture.
Make lists together
for shopping, or
things to do. If you're at the beach, write in the
sand. Pack a blanket and attend some of the
free local concerts. Have a safe and fun
summer!

“And such is our duty toward the child:
to give a ray of light and to go on our way.”
-Maria Montessori

Ms. Humera, Mrs. Smith and Ms. Janine

Lower Elementary News

Dear Families,

The school year is ending, and every year at this
time | take the time to read the journal that |dneg
the previous August. This year, I've had tremendous
opportunity for professional and personal growth
that | believe is the lifeblood of a life well lide
Most importantly, my journal is filled with many,
many wonderful memories of your children, like the
day a group of students and | were talking aboeit th
Work of Water, a Montessori geography lesson. |
asked if they had ever seen a spring, and they
assured me that they had, agreeing on the facttthat
was a coil of metal that must have been in the
ground since it was natural! They just made my day!
It truly is a privilege to experience your childrére
way, as a Montessori teacher, | am able to. We
watch them unfurl, and reveal themselves to us in a
way that few others see.

The Intermediate children have visited in preparati
for first level and the first level children have
already become their skilled, mature mentors.
Second level children are ready to assume thedr rol
as community elders and those amazing third level
students are bursting with enthusiasm and a bit of
trepidation in anticipation of “moving up” To
celebrate this rite of passage the seven thirdl leve
students, Miss Janine and myself went on a two-day
excursion to Crystal Caverns and Old Mink Farm in
western Maryland. We all had a wonderful time and
now this will become an annual event.

During the summer I'll be preparing materials and
shining up our environment while looking forward
to Fall 2008. Have a wonderful summer full of fun
and experiences!

Mrs. Molino and Mrs. Mendoza



Upper Elementary News

It is still hard to believe that the school yeas ha

come to an end. The Elementary 2 class has had

a wonderful and exciting year filled with
projects, reports, field trips, and great lessons!

We ended the school year with a great camping
trip to Cunningham Falls in Frederick,
Maryland. We spent one night in the beautiful
park. While we were there, we hiked to the
falls, which were really spectacular, played lots
of games, and caught tadpoles. The children
also cooked their food over a fire and we ate lots
of smores! Thank you to Joe Frank (Brendan
Frank’s father) for accompanying us on our trip.

The class also spent the last month of school
learning about the Human Body and the 5
Senses. As our project, the children split into

The class also spent some time going over the
five senses. They completed some very fun
activities including a taste test of foods that
were bitter, sweet, sour and or salty. Some of
the foods the students tasted were lemons and
bakers chocolate. They also had an activity for
the sense of smell that was a lot of fun too. The
children had to close their eyes while they
smelled a variety of smells that included
toothpaste, pickle juice, Worcestershire sauce,
chocolate and much more. The goal was for
each student to figure out the scent without
seeing it. It was great fun seeing each student’s
face as they sniffed those very aromatic scents!

The students spent the last week preparing the
Elementary 2 classroom for a long awaited

make-over. Each student helped inventory
materials, clean materials and clean shelves.
They were a big help. Thank you to all the staff

and parents who volunteered their time and skill

to help with this project.

Lastly, | would like to congratulatéau Comer,
Mitchell Hubbard, Jessica Kisamore and Dori
Chaputon completing their last and final year at
Heritage Montessori School. We wish them
good luck with their future endeavors! We will
Miss you.

On behalf of the entire Elementary 2 class, we

three groups of three and chose one person from Wwish the Heritage Montessori community a fun

that group to have their body traced on a big
piece of paper. After receiving lessons on the
vital functions of the human bodies, the children
drew those parts on their outlined body.

We started our study of the human body with
learning the names of the bones. Next, the
students studied the functions of the brain, the
heart, the nervous system, the digestive system,
the circulatory system, and the respiratory
system. The students had fun learning about
the different vital functions of the body and
were also grossed out a little from those
functions too!

and safe summer!
Ms. Thomas



Music Notes

All the children had a wonderful Spring
Program in April. The Preprimary/Intermediate
children presented songs from around the world
as their theme was geography. We traveled to
Egypt, Brazil, the United States, India and
Greece. The children all did a wonderful job!!

After the Spring Program, we turned our music
lessons back to songs focusing on tapping,
patting, clapping or playing instruments on the
steady beat. We have also been singing simple
rhythmic exercises as well as simple tonal
exercises with the children echoing. And when
we are tired of sitting, we have all been dancing
with scarves. In addition, the Intermediates are
continuing their rhythmic exercises on the
xylophones.

The children in the Elementary programs came
up with some wonderful costumes and props for
their musical “The River Child” representing
scenes from the Nile, the Mississippi, the
Amazon and Yangtze Rivers. Kudos to all the
children for memorizing their lines for their
skits. The Elementary 1 children also presented
an Orff piece on drums and xylophones and the
Elementary 2 children did a great job
performing their folksongs on recorders. After
the Spring Program, the Elementary 1 children
continued their work on learning how to read
music. We have been working on the names of
the various notes and rests and their values,

learning how to draw them and how to write
simple rhythms within a given time-signature.
We have also been learning the names of the
various instruments of the orchestra and their
instrument families. The Elementary 2 children
have added the note F to their recorder lessons.
And when our voices call, we have been singing
some old favorites and songs about the earth and
peace.

Wishing all the families at Heritage a wonderful
summer and | look forward to another year.
Mrs. Hartmark

Physical Education Greetings

Hello Everyone! As the end of the
school year approaches and brings with it
sunshine and beautiful weather the children and
| really look forward to our Monday Physical
Education classes. We just concluded our Field
Day celebrations which were a blast, and |
would like to personally thank all of the teachers
and parents who made that day extra special for
the students. | truly could not have done it
without you.

In the Preprimary and Intermediate
classes we are continuing our work on pathways
and directions, chasing and dodging, and
balancing. The children are doing wonderfully. |
have observed that all of their gross motor skills
have progressed significantly throughout the



course of the school year. As we were preparing
for Field Day, the children were working hard
practicing activities based on cooperative play.
This was a great way to allow them to work
together and follow directions. In the
Intermediate class, | was working on preparing
them for their transition to Elementary | next
year. We have been working on more intense
skill related activities such as throwing, kicking,
and most importantly good sportsmanship. | am
confident that in this area they are ready for the
transition!

The Elementary | class has made great
progress this school year particularly in the
areas of following directions and being a good
sport. These two skills are essential for
cooperative game play. Another area that they
have been working on is building their upper
body strength. We have enjoyed playing many
games together especially one called sharks and
sailors; that one was a big hit! The Elementary
Il class has also progressed in the good
sportsmanship area and they typically work
together very well. 1 have observed their
significant progress with their ball handling
skills. When the weather was refusing to
cooperate, we had a great time playing indoor
floor hockey. It was a hockey gone wild
extravaganza!

In conclusion, | would like to say that |
have had a wonderful year working with all of
the children, keeping our minds and bodies
healthy and active. | wish you all a fun-filled
beautiful summer vacation and I look forward to
seeing you all in the fall. Thank you again for a
great year and Stay Active!

&

Ms. Angela

N

&

Notes from Spanish Class

It is hard to believe that the end of
the school year is here. It has been a pleasure to
have the opportunity to work with your children.

The year has been busy and joyful and
all the children have made great progress with
their Spanish skills.

As we begin to conclude our school
year, the Preprimary students will be working in
vocabulary reinforcement and introducing the
alphabet in Spanish putting emphasis in the
letters sounds.

The Elementary students will be
reviewing their folders to clarify any doubts and
keep practicing pronunciation.

It has been a delight and a pleasure to
spend time with your kids. Thank you for
sharing your children with me. | hope that the
things we’ve done together have helped in some
small way.

With great hope and expectations for
what next year has in store | wish you a fun and
safe summer.

Mrs. Chavez

News from Ms. Yvonne

It's the end of May, and the beginning of
summer is finally near! The growth seen in the
BASC children is simply tremendous! The boys
and girls have had some exciting times and have
maintained close friendships that they first
formed when they walked into my classroom
back in August. Time goes by so quickly; the
children have grown and matured very nicely
this year. | am so proud of them. A child who
moved upstairs to another grade last year has
maintained a close friendship with another child
in my room downstairs. They both will be
extremely excited to know that the child
downstairs will be moving upstairs next year.

The BASC room is often referred to as
the “playroom.” This | have to agree is true
because we play to learn. “Children play



together during meaningful goal-oriented tasks.
They solve unexpected problems and that
increases the complexity of their social
interactions with the collaborations and
guidance of capable peers.” This happens in
BASC because we simply play.
Have a WONDERFUL and relaxing

summer vacation and | can’t wait to see you all
again in the fall.

Ms. Yvonne

Session 1: June 16 — July 3
Teacher: Ms. Humera
Theme: insects

News from Admissions

Many new faces will be joining our
classrooms during our summer program
beginning in June as well as for the new
school year. We have had a strong
enroliment for our summer programs and are
looking forward to a full Preprimary
Program for the 2008/2009 school year.
Limited openings are still available in our 3
Year Old PM Program as well as our
Stepping Stones Program. If you have
friends or family with children 2 % - 3 years
of age please be sure to share with them all
that Heritage Montessori has to offer.
Information packets are always available at
the office for distribution.

Ms. Melodie




