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April 
 
 17 Elementary 1 & 2 
  Field Trip 
 
 22 PVO Meeting  
  7:00pm 
 
 30 PP/Int. Field Trip 
 
  
May 
 
 7 PP/Int. Field Trip 
 
11-15 Year End  
  Conferences 
 
 15 Field Day 
  (Rain date 5/22) 
 
20-21 Elementary 2  
  Camping Trip & 
  3rd Level Trip 
 
 25 No School 
 
 27 Last Day - Tue/Wed 
  Stepping Stones 
 
 29 Last Day – Thu/Fri 
  Stepping Stones 
 
June 
 
 5 Last Day of School 
  12:00 Dismissal 
  Graduation 11:00am 
 
 9 School Picnic at  
  Beachmont Camp  
  5:30pm-8:00pm 

A Message from the Director 
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Stepping Stones News 
 

Happy Spring to all!  I’m so glad we are 
seeing some warm temperatures heading our 
way.  The children are enjoying the outside time 
and playing nicely together.  It’s amazing to see 
how they have grown over the last few months.   

Our second semester students are like 
old friends in the classroom.  They have adapted 

very well to the new 
environment.  Sarah, 
Emily and Sophia are 
working very hard with 
the Montessori materials.  
Sarah likes to stay in the 
Practical Life area 
working with pouring 
exercises.  Emily likes to 
choose a variety of 
materials.  She will work 

with a material until she completes it.  Sophia 
likes to work with the Sensorial Materials 
especially with the Red Rods.  Matthew also 
likes to work with the Red Rods and after 
completing the exercise, he likes to build a 
maze.  Jacob likes to work with puzzles 
especially with the cards that go together.  Abby 
likes to work with insects while matching them 
together.  Delaney likes to work with the Brown 
Stair using the marble while making different 
sounds.  Colby likes to work with bubbles and 
likes to see them grow.   

As you can see the Stepping Stones have 
been having lots of fun.  I have been giving 
small group lessons with the children such as 
Geometric Solids, using a three period lesson.  
In the upcoming months we will be discussing 
spring, planting seeds and seeing them 
germinate.  We will also be talking about insects 
such as butterflies and taking a nature walk to 
the playground to see them.  These are only a 
few things that we will be doing in our Stepping 
Stones classroom.  We look forward to the 
remaining months and hope you are having a 
wonderful spring! 
 

Mrs. Beth & Mrs. Renee 

Greetings from Mrs. Lawson 
 

Spring is beginning and with it the 
excitement of warm weather.  It is time to learn 
about plants and butterflies.  We planted pea 
seeds and bean seeds, and now we are watching 
to see what will happen.  We are watching to 
see the roots and stems and whether they are the 
same in a bean and a pea. I was so happy to see 
so many of you at the Parents’ Night.  It is such 
a great opportunity for all of you to see what 
your children are doing in school and the 
children are so excited to show you what they 
do all day.  There was another opportunity for 
you to come to school on April 3.  We had our 
Spring Performance.  The children had practiced 
and practiced their songs in school and maybe 
you had been lucky enough to hear some at 
home.  The children also had the chance to sing 
together at the March Community Meeting.               

As the year starts to come to an end we will be 
celebrating Earth Day, Heritage Montessori’s 
Birthday and Field Day.  We will be also going 
on a field trip to Cromwell Valley to learn about 
animals.  To finish off the year don’t forget End 
of the Year parent conferences.   

We would like to welcome Hailey to our 
afternoon class.   She is a great addition to the 
class.  We hope you had a restful and fun filled 
Spring Break. 

 
 Mrs. Lawson & Mrs. Kim 

 
 



Hello from Mrs. Humera, Mrs. Smith  
& Mrs. Yvonne 
 

It has been a long and tough winter. The 
children however did enjoy the snow and we 
had some good times playing outside. Thanks to 
everyone for making sure their children were 
supplied with boots most of the time. Now that 
spring is here we can enjoy spending time 
outside in the warm weather.  

The children are working on different 
activities in the classroom. Food preparation 
exercises have been introduced to our class. Our 
first exercise included carrot peeling and slicing. 
The work consists of a tray with a small cutting 
board, a knife and a plate. The child must wash 
their hands and wear an apron for food 
preparation work. The child peels and slices the 
carrot and then has the choice to eat or share the 
carrots. After that he or she will wash the 
dishes. Food preparation teaches the children to 
be independent; children can use small knives 
when shown the proper way to use them. This 
gives them a sense of responsibility and pride 
associated with this work. The work has several 
steps allowing the children to learn sequences 
and extend the length of their concentration. 

In our Science area, the children are 
studying the categories of vertebrate animals. 
These are fish, amphibian, reptiles, birds and 
mammals. They are sorting and learning the 
names of each category. It’s very exciting to see 
many of our four and five year old children 
working on making three letter words with the 
movable alphabet, reading books and writing 
short stories. In Math the younger children are 
working on their counting and the older ones are 
working on addition and skip counting one to 
one hundred. In February and March we 
explored the cultures of different countries and 
holidays. For example, we tasted a mango from 
India and smelled spices from the Philippines. 
The children are very interested in learning 
about different cultures.  

We want to thank all the parents who 
washed rugs and provided food for our 

classroom pets. We look forward to seeing you 
after Spring Break!  

 
 
Elementary 1 News 
 

January, February and March, gone in 
what seems the blink of an eye! We started 
planning for next year with our early morning 
breakfast meeting for parents of children 
moving to their third year in the Early 
Childhood program and those moving to the 
Elementary level. There was a great turn out 
with eager, interested participants increasing 
their knowledge of Montessori, and what 
changes they can expect to see in their child 
during the next plane of development. 

 In February, we had a record number of 
teachers attending the AMS Annual Conference 
in New Orleans. This is an intensive four days 
of continuing education and learning, which 
ultimately enhances your child’s experience 
here at school. 
 Parents’ night is always fun and the 
children, by this time of year have become 
incredibly proficient at a large variety of work 
and are always excited to introduce you to their 
favorites. It is always a pleasure to watch you 
interact with your child in their environment. 
 In the classroom we have been 
continuing our journey through time learning 
about and experiencing the many lessons of the 
History of Writing, and many of the children are 



creating projects and presentations based on 
their interest. They have all demonstrated 
growth and development in learning about 
themselves, each other and their academic work. 
Now that spring is upon us there has been a 
flurry of interest in botany studies and we all 
look forward to spending more time outdoors 
exploring the nature in our own “backyard”.  On 
April 17th we will be heading to Irvine Nature 
Center to observe the seasonal changes that 
have occurred as well as enjoy a naturalist lead 
program about animals, their habitats and spring 
behavior. 
 

 Mrs. Molino, Mrs. Mendoza and Ms. Clulow 
 
 

 
 
Elementary 2 News 
 

Happy Spring!   
 

The Elementary 2 class has also gone on 
some great field trips in the last two months.   
The class went to the Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra to hear A Tribute to Jazz which was a 
musical timeline of African American music in 
America.  The show started off with music from 
Africa, to the works of Duke Ellington, and 
much more.  The performance was fantastic and 
the students had a wonderful time.  We just 
recently went to the Chesapeake Arts Center to 

see a performance on the life of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.  Again this was a wonderful 
show on the life of Dr. King.  Prior to the field 
trip, each student wrote a paper on the life of Dr. 
King, so the show was a great way to reinforce 
their knowledge on Dr. King.   

The country report presentations were 
great!  Thank you to all the families who came 
to the presentations. This year, since the 
students were already learning about deserts, 
they chose countries to research that had a 
desert.  Some of the countries that were 
researched were Botswana, Argentina, China, 
and India.  The luncheon that followed the 
presentations was also a lot of fun.  The food 
was delicious!   

Thank you to all the parents who 
attended Parents’ Night.  It is always a pleasure 
to have parents in the classroom, but it is an 
even greater joy to have the children 
demonstrate their knowledge of the materials 
and lessons to their families! 

During the last couple of months of 
school, the 5th year students will be taking Test 
Achiever which is a standardized test.  This test 
is not graded, but rather it is a test given to the 
students as a practice for taking standardized 
tests.    Taking standardized tests is a Practical 
Life skill that students will take with them when 
they move on to their new schools.   

Lastly, we are all looking forward to our 
end of the year camping trip to Cromwell 
Valley.   While we are there we will be doing 
some water studies as well as learning how to 
camp.  We will be making our own food over an 
open fire, pitching our own tents and learning 
how to survive in the wilderness!  Be looking 
for pictures of our trip in the next newsletter. 
 

Ms. Thomas 
 
 
 
 
 



Music Notes 
 

Through our Community Gatherings, the 
Preprimary and Intermediate children for the 
month of January focused on songs about the 
winter hosted by Mrs. Lawson and Ms. Kim’s 
class.  February found us singing about 
friendship led by Ms. Humera, Mrs. Smith and 
Ms. Yvonne.  In addition, we found time to 
discover the world of percussion instruments 
and how they make sound – some instruments 

make music by 
ringing, others by 
shaking, some by 
tapping with a 
mallet and even 
scraping.   The 
month of March 
found us getting 
ready for our 

Spring Program with a theme based on 
American folk songs.  The Stepping Stones 
children, together with Ms. Beth and Ms. Renee, 
were busy shaking their eggs, the Pre-Primary 
children tapped rhythm sticks and percussion 
instruments and the Intermediates worked hard 
on a folk dance with tambourines and scarves.  
In addition, the 
Intermediates were 
trying hard to find 
the steady beat 
while playing their 
xylophones. 
    The beginning 
of the year found 
the Elementary children reviewing note values 
and note names.  Learning note names and note 
values helps the Elementary 2 children with 
their recorder work.  We have also been 
reviewing the instruments of the orchestra.  In 
addition, the Elementary 1 children have been 
spending some time playing on the xylophones 
while singing songs about winter and friendship.  
The month of March was devoted to our play 
“The Incredible Westward Movement” for the 
Spring Program.  The play introduced characters 

including Daniel Boone, 
Sacajawea and Lewis & 
Clark and a host of 
others.  The children 
were very busy learning 
the songs for the play, as 
well as getting into 
character for their 
various acting parts. 
 
We hope that you were able to join us for our 
Spring Program! 
 

Mrs. Hartmark 
Physical Education News 
 

Hello Everyone! I am amazed at how 
quickly this school year is going. Spring is here, 
and the children and I are really looking forward 
to being outdoors after this long winter. This 
time of the school year also means that Field 
Day is coming. Please look for the Field Day    
t-shirt order forms in the coming “Wednesday's 
Word.” This year's t-shirts are going to be great! 
Since Field Day is quickly approaching, we will 
begin practicing and preparing after we return 
from spring break. My focuses for Field Day are 
team work, cooperation and of course having 
lots of fun.  
 In the past few weeks, the Preprimary 
and Intermediate students have been working on 
creative movement and rhythm activities. They 
have been doing a wonderful job and having a 
great time. We have also been working on the 
concepts of fast/slow, jumping and landing, and 
balancing. I have observed significant 
improvements, especially with the children's 
jumping, landing and balancing skills. I have 
also noticed, much to my delight, that the 
students are doing a great job following 
directions and cooperating with their classmates. 
These are very important skills which allow us 
to do a lot of fun and enriching activities. I am 
amazed every week by how much the children 
are blossoming.  
 In the Elementary 1 and 2 levels, we 
have been focusing on why it is important to be 



physically active and how to achieve this. We 
have been learning fitness concepts, as well as 
personal and realistic goal setting. They have 
been working on this activity with partners 
which is helping them practice cooperation and 
team work. We have been implementing many 
different areas of physical fitness such as 
cardiovascular activity, strength training, 
flexibility, core strength and balance. I 
encourage the children to work at their own 
pace and do their personal best.  
  I am looking forward to a great spring 
and a fabulous Field Day with all of the 
children.  
                                                           Ms. Angela 
 
 
Notes from Spanish Class 
 
Dear Parents, 

I can’t believe this year is flying by so 
quickly. The children are doing a great job; they 
are amazing.  Thank you for allowing me the 
opportunity to work with them. In the month of 
January everyone enjoyed learning to speak 
about all types of food and prepared a fruit salad 
and a vegetable salad. 
 We have been working with learning 
about families and everyone had the opportunity 
to describe their own family with their 
classmates. They also learned vocabulary about 
the farm and the animals that live there, wild 
animals, zoo animals, sea animals and pets, 
during which the children talked about their 
own pets. They especially enjoyed this subject. 
 The oldest students are learning, in 
addition to more vocabulary, many phrases that 
they can practice with materials during their 
workday. Please help your child at home by 
asking them the names of animals, foods, family 
members and short phrases. 
 
See you after spring break! 

          
 Maestra  Nancy Salazar 

 

News from BASC 
 

It's the end of winter and spring has 
finally made it's presence known. Although 
some of the days have been a little chilly, we 
welcome the change that will be incorporated 
into our daily routine. The BASC students have 
been very busy these past months. We had a 
"town crier" who brought news for the day. We 
learned how to play squat tag and some 
culturally diverse dolls were shared with us at 
group time. An Amish quilt was hung on the 
wall for the children to enjoy and the children 
drew designs on a paper plate covered in tin foil 
to simulate colonial silverware making. During 
the month of April, the children will learn some 
basic sign language. They will celebrate 
children's week by way of pictures, music, 
puzzles and games. We will also plant some 
African daisies, Silvia, Snap Dragons and 
Morning Glories as part of our Earth Day 
Celebrations.  

In BASC we offer children an 
opportunity to relax. They can sit in the library, 
read a book, and also do something at a table or 
a rug that is non-engaging. They are also given 
the opportunity to release some of the energy 
that has been somewhat contained throughout 
the day. The playground is an excellent place 
for this activity. With the coming of spring a lot 
of time will be spent outdoors. The academic 
year is just about over. Hopefully the children 
have developed skills that they will carry 
throughout their lives. 
 

  Ms. Yvonne & Ms. Renee 


